The lack of nurse-infant transmission of type B hepatitis in a special care nursery.
Twenty-four infants cared for by a nurse who developed acute B hepatitis with HBsAg present in her serum and saliva were examined for serologic evidence of hepatitis B virus transmission. None of the infants had HBsAg by radioimmunoassay or anti-HBc by complement fixation. One infant had anti-HBs whose transient presence was consistent with passive acquisition. Using sensitive serologic tests, no identifiable risk to newborn infants in a special care nursery could be documented as a result of exposure to a nurse who developed acute type B hepatitis during their period of care.